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County of Santa Clara to Host Bisexual Day of Visibility Flag Raising 
Ceremony at Government Center  

Bisexual Day kicks off GLSEN’s campaign week to make schools safer and more 
welcoming for LGBTQ+ educators, students and families 

 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.— For the third consecutive year, the County of Santa Clara Office of 
LGBTQ Affairs is inviting community leaders, advocates, allies and members of the public to participate 
in the annual Bisexual Visibility Day Flag Raising Ceremony on Sept. 23, 2019 to commemorate 
International Celebrate Bisexuality Day. The Flag Raising Ceremony celebrates significant milestones in 
LGBTQ+ history and accelerates acceptance of bisexuality, drawing attention to the experiences and 
resiliency of this community.  
 
Sexual orientation is often viewed as straight or gay and, as a result, bisexual people often experience 
discrimination from within the LG community and outside of it, said Maribel Martínez, Director of The 
Office of LGBTQ Affairs. 
 
“We acknowledge that the struggles, the discrimination and the anti-bisexual violence facing the Bi 
community at times may not get attention in the news. We also recognize the amazing resilience of the 
Bi community and the wonderful contributions that they have made in our world,” Martínez said. “The 
County of Santa Clara is a firm believer in equity and social justice, and in doing this work, we first have 
to shed light to issues and communities that have been made invisible. Today we want to say to our 
bisexual community members, we stand with you and we celebrate you.” 
 
This year’s Bisexual Day of Visibility will coincide with GLSEN’s Ally + Bi Awareness Week (September 23-
27). GLSEN, an education organization that focuses on making schools safe spaces for all, regardless of 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression, hopes to bring awareness to disparities faced 
by the bisexual community and highlight the importance of allies (allyship). Also, this week of awareness 
is to promote solidarity, inclusion, affirmation and love for LGBTQ+ educators, students and families. 
 



 
GLSEN is committed to ending discrimination, harassment, and bullying based on sexual orientation, 
gender identity and gender expression and to prompt LGBTQ+ cultural inclusion and awareness in K-12 
schools. For information on GLSEN’s Ally Week visit https://www.glsen.org/. 
 
WHO: 
Supervisor Mike Wasserman, County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors 
David Campos, Deputy County Executive 
Maribel Martínez, County of Santa Clara Office of LGBTQ Affairs 
Santa Clara County community leaders and advocates 
 
WHEN AND WHERE:  
Monday, Sept. 23, 2019, 8:30 a.m.- 9:30 a.m.  
County Government Building (James P. McEntee Plaza) 
70 West Hedding Street 
San Jose, CA 95110  
 
WHY: 
Sept. 23, 2019 will mark the 20th annual Bisexual Day of Visibility. This day is celebrated around the 
world to recognize the courage it takes to live openly and authentically as a member of the bisexual 
community, which includes the broader bi+ community of people who describe their sexual orientation 
as pansexual, polysexual, omnisexual, fluid, or queer.  
 
 

ABOUT THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA   
The County of Santa Clara government serves a diverse, multi-cultural population of 1.9 million 
residents in Santa Clara County, the sixth largest county in California. With a $8.17 billion budget, more 
than 70 agencies/departments and nearly 22,000 employees, the County of Santa Clara plans for the 
needs of a dynamic community, offers quality services, and promotes a healthy, safe and prosperous 
community for all.  The County provides essential services including public health and environmental 
protection; behavioral health and medical services through the County of Santa Clara Health System 
including Santa Clara Valley Medical Center (Hospital and Clinics), O’Connor Hospital and Saint Louise 
Regional Hospital; child and adult protection services; homelessness prevention and solutions; roads, 
parks and libraries; emergency response to disasters; protection of minority communities and those 
under threat; access to a fair criminal justice system, and scores of other services, particularly for those 
members of our community in the greatest need. 
 

Visit the County of Santa Clara at: http://www.sccgov.org 
Like us on Facebook: http://Facebook.com/County.of.Santa.Clara/   
Follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/sccgov    
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